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THE REPUBLIC OF VANUATU . Cage No. 201964 SCICRML

- {Criminal Jurisdiction)

PUBLIC PROSECUTOR
o )

MARK ANDREW

19 August 2020,

Justice: V M Tnef

Public Piasgtutor — MrK Massmg
Defendant —MrFED: T_asso
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'iJce Iocated suspeéted cannabis inside his bag. It was tested and conﬁfrned to be 1 692 5grams
of cannabis.

Andrew admlﬁed that he brought the cannabis which taeionged fo him and other-members of tms '

. Sentence Start Point

Taking into account that the maximum penalty for stch effendmg is 20 years mprtsonment andfor afing
~"of upto VT100 million, the quantity of drugs possessed, and the nature of Mr Andrew’s offending as an
intended supplier, the appropna’se sentence start point is 24 months imprisonment.
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¢ . The eatly guilty plea warrants a one third deduction (8 months).

=, Persofial Factors

(3

. Mr Andrew is 28 years old, with no previous convictions. He is g gardenér and gkilled fisherman.
-~ Mr Andrew's ambition is to start a smail fishing business, He lives on Epi island with s parents, de facto
“partfier-and three young children aged 5, 3 and 2. S

8. Mr Andrew co-operated with the police, He is said to be remorseful, telling the pre-sentence report writer
. that he-is serry for his offending and that he will live with the guiit knowing that he has. tarnished his

¥'s: féputation and has brought shame to his dad. Mr Andrew stated that an older friend gave him

... the:bag of cannabis to brifig to Port Vila, He knew what was in the bag and butwas scared he might get-

o intortroubleson his return fo Epi if he did not do as his friend requested. He stated that will nit offend
<.~ again in the

“strongrcormimunity support with his chief speaking highly of him.

For his personal factors, | reduce the sentence start point b§ 4 months.

). The end sentence that | impose is one of 12 months imprisonment, commenicing on 16 August 2020 to
take into account the 3 days that Mr Andrew spent in custody. The sentence is whally suspended as
Mr Andrew's rehabilitation prospects are very good. His chief speaks highly of him and he has the support
of his father and family. He taok part in a custom reconcifiaiion ceremony, and he pleaded. guilty

i _immediately. R

q ,_:,ii.'f'hels:ﬂépén,s:ion is to run for 24 months. Mr Andrew therefore needs to:rer | ._,:5._;__é"rfbe.—frea for 24 months

 inorder to be able to remain in the: community.
. Mr Andrew s also to serve 150 hours of community_-wo“rkzénd undertake the "Niu Rad P "ﬁram" facilitated
.= ‘bythe Department of Correctional Services Probafion Services. '~ 7. oo e

3. The drugs are to be destroyed.

. Mir Andrew has 14 days to appeal this sentence:if e disagrees with o

DATED at Morua, Tongoa this 19 day of August 2020
o BY THE COURT -

futire. He has participated-in a custom reconciliation ceremony with his parents. He has -




